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Reading a textbook should be an active process. In order to properly appreciatg the
information, one should look upon it as a chance to mull ovenla' new ideas and possibilities.
Instead of mindlesslo\; memorizing facts and figures, one should try to reason and
recognizg why things happened and how events are related. For example, instead of
knowing the date that something happened, one should mull over the circumstanceos8
under which it occurred. One should check to see if one has graspeods the underlying
themes which contributed to the event and shaped the people’s opiniong. Another
application would be to consider, given the same situation, if you would have conceived
of the same options as some of the great figures in history or if you would reckon that you
would have chosen an alternate plan. One should be aware o? what influences made the
philosopherg believe what they did. When reading literature, try to contemplatg what
the writer is trying to infer. Try to take the place of the main character and guesg what's
to be done next. By taking an inquisitivg approach to reading, analyticéi skills as well as

creativg thinkina are sharpened.
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