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Natural Science Environment & Naturaf Phenomenon

Rain can bring devastation in several ways. The earth needs a certain amount of rain
in order to replenisi‘i lakes, rivers, streams, water supplies and to grow crops and water
plants and trees. Without adequate rain, the land can become cracked and dried by the
devastatinﬁ effects of a droughot‘;, leaving people without food and money. If such a drought
is excessively prolongeods, it will lead to severe faming, which can starve people to death.
On the other hand, disaster also strikes when heavy rains shower the earth. After a
thunderstorﬁﬁ, i's not unimaginable to see cars crushed by heavy tree limbs. Electricity
and telephones have gone out because of gales knockiné the cables loose. More
seriouslsi, hurricaneg have left thousands of people homelesg. Houses and property
have been destroyeci in the delugé of a typhooH. Floodi waters have made it impossible
to drive as the water level has often left vehicles submergeé. The evening news has shown
pictures of citizens boating to safety in flood stricken areas. Around the nation viewers can
see footagg of helicopters rescuina people from the roofs of their houses. Intense rains
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can create a disaster zone and trigger a national emergency.
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